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This course is a brief introduction to Shimura varieties and serves to provide some
background knowledge for other lectures. Emphasis will be on PEL Shimura vari-
eties, which have played increasing roles in arithmetic, rather than general Shimura
varieties. A PEL Shimura variety is defined to be the parameter space for abelian
varieties with endomorphism and level structures. The definition of integral models
and basic properties will be explained. Along the way I will present examples such as
0-dimensional Shimura varieties, modular curves and U(n − 1, 1)-Shimura varieties.
If time permits, the cohomology of Shimura varieties may be discussed. It would be
helpful to be familiar with modular curves, especially their interpretation as moduli
spaces for elliptic curves with additional structure.
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